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Trump ‘too
offence at
slights from
the British’

Trip cancelled for personal reasons, say officials

Catherine Philp
Diplomatic Correspondent
Will Pavia, Sam Coates, Lucy Fisher

President Trump’s decision to cancel
his visit to London was for “personal
reasons” after a series of perceived
slights, British officials said last night.

Mr Trump had been expected to
open the new American embassy in the
capital but has scrapped the visit after
clashing with the mayor of London and
Theresa May, the officials added.

A Whitehall source told The Times
that the decision came after the pres-
ident was left smarting over rows
including a rebuke from the prime
minister when he appeared to endorse
afar-right group. "I don't think anyone
believes this is an issue of policy or
divergence between our countries,” the
source said.

A US diplomatic source said that
“concerns agoul the optics” werev‘}%,art
of the menu” of issues that the White
House had.

No 10wassaid to have found thedeci-
sion to cancel a “shock”. Venues had
been discussed although no date had
been finalised,

Mr Frump wrote on Twitter that his
cancellation was based on his disagree-
ment with the decision to sell the fease
on the US embassy in Grosvenor
Square and build a new mission in
Battersea, an “off location” south of the
Thames. He blamed the move on the
Obama administration, even though

the deal was announced in October
2008, a month before Barack Obama
was elected, under the administration
of President Bush.

‘Whitehall sources believe that Mr
Trump was angered by aseries of diplo-
matic incidents, including a war of
words over Islamic extremism with
Sadiq Khan; the London mayor, that
have strained the special relationship
between Washington and London.

Yesterday Boris Johuson, the foreign
secretary and former London mayor,
accused Mr Khan and Jeremy Corbyn,
the Labour leader, who has been out-
spoken in his criticism of Mr Trump, of
ﬁllnd%nsgedng Britain’s relationship with

e US.

A damaging row erupted with the
prime minister at the end of November
when Mr Trump retweeted anti-
Muslim videos posted by the deputy
leader of the anti-immigrant group
Britain First. Under mounting condem-
nation of his action, Mrs May said that
the refweets were “the wrong thing to
do”. That earned a forceful rebuke from
Mr Trump, who tweeted directly to the
prime minister: “Don't focus on me,
focus on the destructive Radical
Islamic Terrorism that is taking place
within the United Kingdom. We are
do'w%just fine!”

itehall officials also pointed to a
phone call last summer with Mrs May
in which the president said he would
not take up her offer of a state visit until
Continued on page 7, col 4

LECH NEAS/SETTY MAES.

Madame Tussatids waxwork of Donald Trump outside the new US embassy in
south London yesterday, the nearest the president will get to the building for now
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“This hotel, an hour from
Shanghai, is surely 2018’s
most remarkable opening’

Sean Thomas on Chinas new Amanyangyun Hotet

GETTEIEES

The 50 best ho 1days In Ita

; 3 Explore the Italian
fakes

Best for activities i 2 Hike the Ligurian

From hiking in  riviera

Pled_rnont '[O 1 Cycle the Dolomites  Set off from the fishing village of Discover one of the most beautiful
K A : Corvara, the largest vyillage in the Alta ! Camogli, heading for the seaside regions of Italy on this new
an’lpmg n : Badia region, is surrounded by the i town of Portofino on a week-long self-guided walking tour from On
: dramatic peaks of the Dolomites and : self-guided walking tour of the .Q Foot Holidays. It combines time
Slena ’\Ill’ﬂ be] I o : latticed with walking and eyeling trails.  © Ligurian riviera. Explore has = at Lake Maggiore and Lake
: i < c : Forthose who want to exploreontwe  : put together a trip along the %ﬂ | Orta with a night in the
Tl ,,' l : wheels; but fear the gradients, ebikes are  : coastline, walking an average of gg_ § mountains at Mottarone, and
L N0MDe KINOWS : available to take some of the strain. The  ; seven miles a day and stopping —_ & : starts and ends in the fishing
ISR : area is featured by Inghams for the first  : at villages to sample food and villages of [sola Pescatori and
Where tO gO - time this year and travellers can also book : wine: There’s the occasional Orta. There is also time to visit
- guided walks and hikes at the resort. The : excursion by train, with the trip : , the botanic garden near Gignese
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : new spa at the traditional Col Alto hotel ending at Porto Venere. v ; and the mountain villages of
* offers plenty of post-walk pampering. i Delalis An eight-day B&B trip costs . “® Pisogno, Ameno and Lortallo.
© Detalls A week's half-board costs from  : from £740pp, including maps, three- L Datails A week's B&B costs from

: £820pp, including transfers (01722

: £889pp, Including fllghts (01483791116, : star hotels and trains (explore.co.uk); 3
: 322652, onfootholidays.co.uk) »

: inghams.couk) : flights to Genoa are extra
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rse riding in
&l Castallare ol Tonda
o

4 Sail the Aeolian Islands algi:; Hotel Schwtehfelbad in Schenna,
The unique volcanic landscapes of the W Qe surro\gndmg peaks
Aeolian Islands are best seen from the agm Abhy 2 na‘f‘gzko";hﬁ;’m ;
sea, and this week-long itinerary from & . All walks are optional, so

. there is time to explore the art

Sunsail offers visitors the chance to visit
six islands. This is a holiday for those
with sailing experience and an RYA day

5 SR .. . two pools.
skipper qualification because the week is Detait Hcarc Saets Tion
an independent sail in a private yacht. S Aweekshalf d

! £1,449pp. including flights and guided
Glide from Stromboli’s black-sand 0345 4708558 ays.co.
beacbes tp Panarea’s silent bays, and 3 Hansl L il e

enjoy diving and snorkelling on Filicudi. : .
Detalls A week's self-catering costs from 7 Cycle to Lake Garda,
£1,470pp based on two people sharinga  : A new self-guided itinerary from

: nouveau town of Merano and make the
most of the hotel’s wellness centre and

yacht (0330 3321201, sunsail.co.uk) H:lazkwna(t)ev:n ﬂm mt?n u;-EAlto : “'“-‘iﬁ‘*d orliv(zl ‘iﬂ;"jﬁﬁ e';g f;’“,f., ki : 10 Prosecco weekend

b . . 5 ; X 2 H is n 3 :

5 Riding in Tuscany : Adige — from the mountainous region of | peoes SEE S S0 8 el : in Veneto

During this horse riding holiday for the Sudtirol o the citrus-lined streets of i recipes. The coast is 30km drive away. i Put some sparkle in a wine-themed
softies hased at Castellare di Tonda—  : Lake Garda. The route combines the i Detalls B&B double rooms cost from : break with this short tour from Arblaster
an 800-acre working wine estate — i Germanic-feeling towns of Bruneck and | £98 a night (sawdays.couk) ¢ & Clarke, discovering some of the best

Brixen with the classically Italian Trento,

mornings spent exploring the Tuscan hills g - ¢
home to a spectacular 13th-century castle : 9 Food and walking

can be combined with cookery lessons,

: prosecco-producing vineyards in Italy.
. Indulgent lunches at two wine estates

ceramics classes, cycling or fishing. The nd Venetian-style palazzos. Good cycle  { *7 & 17 : help to soak up some of the tastings.
set itinerary is for 12 ho?u‘s of r!éln!%g : mﬁ&;mg%‘ﬁ?;rf:ﬁ;k ; in Piedmont P = i Thereisalso time for walking in the
di the week, but additional sessions & | Piedmont is one of Ital 4 s : countryside during the day and exploring
c::ﬁ Dbooked. There is a chance of seeing Detalis Nine nights’ B&B costs from i gastronomically rich pr’om and : Michael Caines : the city of Treviso in the evening,
porcupines, deer and Apennine wolves £1159pp. including flights, use of { discovering the area on foot means being : Michelin-starved ehef'  Hataiis Two nights’ B&B costs from

+ shile on rides. More experienced riders bikes and maps (01606 369408,  able 1o indulge in its culinary treats : 66 { £995pp, including flights, transfers,

are also catered for. headwater.corm) ¢ guilt-free. This new week—long itinerary :  tastings and some meals with wine
Detalls A week's half-board costs — < : from Hed ‘Hiking combines wine In Albg, I Tove visiting (01730 263111, arblasterandclarke.com)
from £1,010pp (01299 272997 Best for foodies S Hing s tha Dbl V,neym,s Sith markets and sniffing out :
inthesaddie.com) 8 Agriturismo in  learning about the region’s cheese- ¢ simple nd traditional = 11 Discover Norcia
2 i making traditions and meeting local :  osterieand trattorie. La  © Devastated by two earthquakes in 2016,

6 Hike the South Tyrol Le Marche i chefs and food producess. Daily walks  : Piolais agreat find inthe * the Umbrian town of Noreia — regarded
This néw walking week from HE Villa Cicehi is a 17th-century farmhouse | range from 4 1o 7% miles, : town, asis La Repubblica - a5 the capltal of Italy’s black truffle

di Perno just outside ; region and home to the most prized
Monforte d'Alba : salamiand lentils in the country — iy
: back on the tourist map for 2018. Take

Holidays offers two walks each day: one  : that has been in the Cicchi family for i Detalls A week's full board costs from
gentler, the other a more taxing hike. ¢ more than 100 years. The owner, Maria : £2590pp, including excursions
The week is based at the traditionally * Elena, can organise cookery courses and : (01858 565148, hedonistichiking.com)

generation

easyJet
How do you want,to o B

£34=
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a cooking class at Il Collaccio, an
agritarismo north of the city; buy
foodie treats at the delis around Piazza
San Benedetto and stay at Palazzo

Seneca, a gorgeous 16th-century palazzo. |

Detalis Three nights' B&B costs
from £329pp (0330 1003180,
palazzoseneca.com)

12 Eat Emilia-Romagna
This self-guided foodie road trip from
Original Travel offers the chance to visit
some of Italy’s best food and wine
producers by driving the Via Aemilia, a
former Roman road, from Parma in the
north to Rimini on the coast. The
itinerary can be as flexible as you like,
with time to try a ragu in Bologna, visit
Ravenna’ beautiful Byzantine churches
and tuck into Parma's famous ham.
‘There’s also the chance to visit Eataly
World, Italy’s new foodie theme park.
Detalls A week's B&B costs from
£1,200pp. including flights and

transfers (originaltravel.co.uk)

13 Gourmet Dolomites
The only restaurant in Italy to be
awarded a third Michelin star this year
(there are nine three-star restaurants in
Ttaly), the Rosa Alpina’s St Hubertus
restaurant has been run by Norbert
Niederkofler for 20 years. Menus are
inspired by the mountains that surround
the hotel in San Cassiano and offer
skiing in winter and hiking, cycling and
climbing in summer.

Detalls BEB doubles cost from £390 a
night (00 39 0471 849 500, rosalpinaiit)

14 Wines of Tuscany
Thzs new four-night tour from
Holidays fo
Tuscan wines, particularly chlanh and
barolo. The itinerary includes visits and
tastings in the Chianti Classico region,
as well as time in Brunello and
Vernaecio. home to lighter and fresher:
wines. Each stop includes the chance to
sample local delicacies too, and there is
time to explore the medieval towers of
San Gimignano, the fortress at
Montalcino and the hilltop town of
Radda in Chianti. The group trip
departs on June 1L

SETTY WAES; WA GENINTS) (CASTELLAFE DI SOMA.

i Detalls Four nights’ B&B costs from

: £2,390pp, including flights, transfers,
i excursions and most meals with

i wine (01392 441245,
expressionsholidays.couk)

115 Cooking in Bologna
: Considered Italy’s foodie capital,

- Bologna is a great place to combine a
: week of cookery lessons with

+ afternoons exploring the city and
¢ its surroundings. Based at Villa

i la Vespa, an elegantly restored

: farmhbouse, classes focus on

i local produce and traditional

i Bolognese specialities, with

¢ wine tastings and visits to

: markets. Two afternoons are

© free to laze by the villa'’s poal,

: and there’ an optional excursion
o Ravenna.

Detalls A week's full board costs
from £1.599pp, Including wine, flights,
transfers, excursions and cooking classes :
0131343 2500, flavoursholidays.coulk)

Abseiling In the Alps

- the farm, and theres a “biolake” pool

© for restorative dips.
Details B&B doubles cost from £70
{cortedaibo.it).

18 Tuscan house party

A great choice for a holiday with friends,

Ca di Cicala is a pair of lovingly

: converted rustic cottages tucked away

i down a wooded lane and set in seven

i acres of countryside near Cortona. Each

one has two bedrooms, a kitchen/dining

room and a lounge, with furniture made
craftsmen using local wood and stone.

are a bargain for those in search of :

peace and quiet, with beautiful walking

routes through the valley and the nearest :

town a ten-minute drive away:

Details A week's self-catering costs

: from £226pp (01954 261431,

i vintagetravel.co.uk)

! 19 Weekend in Genoa

i City breaks can be expensive in Jtaly, but
oft-overlooked Genoa has a wonderful
medieval centre, affordable hotels and

i Easyjet flights from Luton, Manchester
: and Bristol (starung in March) from
acu]ar

the 12th-century :
gates and the city’s main square, Piazza
de Ferrari, and tuck into homemade
pesto, the ¢ity’s speciality. Stay in the

- deco gem,
- Detalls Doubles cost from £98 a night
: = (0039010 5925 41, hotelbristolpalace.it)

Italy’s full-service camping sites arg a

i great option for families, and Camping
: Marina di Venezia at Punta Sabbioni on
the Adriatic has a fresh look for 2018.
The central piazza, with shops,
bars and a gelateria, has been
revamped, and there are three

, pools, direct access to the

_ beach and a wide range of

in an Espace tent/£738 ina
two-bedroom mobile home,
based on two adults and four
children sharing (01233 629950,

: Fly to Venice

: short stroll away.
= for 2018, the villa is ideal for families or
: for a group of friends who want to learn:
i about the spectacular history and

recently renovated Bristol Palace, an art

Travel 27

{ 21 Neto Beach Villa,

: Calabernarde, Sicily

¢ Only a low wall separates this chic,

- three-bedroom villa from Calabernardo’s
¢ sandy beach, and the sleepy resort’s

= clutch of restaurants and pizzerias are a

. New to the UK market

architecture of southeastern Sicily.

* Noto, Syracuse and Ragusa are within

: easy reach.

S Deiails A weeks self-catering ¢osts from
: £994pp, based on six people sharing
: (01789 2977085, freslanceholidays.co.uk)

22 Ortea Palace,

¢ Syracuse, Sicily

: This hotel, in a former post office,

: opened its doorslastspnngaﬁer an

¢ extensive three-vear remodelling proj
: It is at the heart of historic Syracuse and

ject.

: has stunning views of the island of
Ortigia from the windows and balconies.

i: The fiotel fias 75 siick bedroonis, which

ombine contemporary design and
icilian antique furniture, a small spa
and a Turkish hammam Italso has two

: traditional Slalmn dmhes.
: Detalls A week's B&B costs from

: 20 Camp by the Adriatic :

i 23 Casa dei Falehi,

i Umbria

i Casa dei Falchi is ideal for those who are
: looking for a rural bolt hole surrounded
; by rolling hills and farmland. The classic
. stone farmhouse sleeps twelve in six

. gorgeously cosy bedrooms and has a

< number of walking trails starting right

: outside the door. Outside, the pool is

: perfect for post-walk lazing and the

: alfresco dining area is the place to make
: the most of Umbrias rich local produce.

: Detalls A week's self-catering costs from
i £458pp, based on 12 sharing (01749

: 812721, scottwilllams.couk)
venueholidays.co.uk). Ferry crossings 5
cost from £84, bookable through Venue.

£1195pp, including flights (0800
0471064, classic-collection.co.uk)

Best on a budget

6 Tents in the Alps
This tented village for families is ideal
for thase who want their children to
mingle and make friends. Activities
nclude white-water rafting, gorge
crambling, kayaking and abseiling,
under the watchful eye of qualified
instructors. There is a free day for
milies to explore under their own
steam; the pretty town of Aosta is an
easy bus ride away.

= Detalls A week’s full board costs from
- £439 per adult and £389 per child
- including activities and t (01384
: 398870, acornfamilyholidays.co.uk)

i 17 Farn stay in

: Emilia~Romagna

¢ Staying on an agriturismo is the most
- affordable way to experience Italy’s

: best, freshest local food and wine.

: Corte d'Aibo, 15 miles outside Bologna,
{ is an organic farm and vineyard with

i 12 traditionally furnished bedrooms

i in the cosy farmhouse, All the wine.

i digestives and many of the ingredients

ESPRIT \We look after the childcare with flexible or seamless
all-day options, 5o you can enjoy your skiing!

am 01483345097 espritski.com essn @

i served in the restaurant come from
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24 Palazzo Volpi, Venice
These three gorgeous suites are housed

and are the creation of Anna and Fred,
designers who have worked for Armani
and Yves Saint Laurent: Their top-end
credentials are on show throughout the
property, with bespoke silk rugs from
India, chiare marble sinks and furniture
made by local artisans. One suite sleeps
five in three bedrooms, the others have
one bedroom that sleeps two. A private
chef and tour guide can be arranged,
Detalls From £248 a night, room only
(00 33 611286 317, palazzovolpicom)

25 Masseria Le Torri,
Puglia

New from Simpson Travel for 2018,

Le Torri is an elegant adults-only hotel
with nine chic bedrooms in the heart
of Puglia. Mimmo and Silvana, the
owners, have spent ten years restoring
the whitewashed farmhouse that rises
out of the surrounding olive groves and

haye furnished it ‘g.h as:.qt‘ille pieces h::d
white decor. Outside, the a:

ey o ¢ including flights

(01293 839366, citalia.com)

: 29 Volcanoes of Sicily

i ‘The power and spectacle of yolcanoes
: are a favourite with children
: new group tour by Families Worldwide
i makes the most of Italy’s voleanic

: landscapes. The holiday begins in
: Catania, then transfers to Vulcano island
¢ for an ascent of its dramatic crater. The !
i itinerary includes time on Stromboli

glam, riviera-esque feel and the beach in
Polignano is & I5-minute drive away.
Degalls A week’s B&B costs £651pp.
including flights and transfers
(simpsontravel.com)

26 Castello di Ugento,
Puglia
A majestic 17th-century castle in the

heart of Puglia, Castello di Ugento
opened its doors in September with nine

suites, a spa and a beautifully manicured :
garden, The bedrooms are coolly stylish,
with exposed stone and whitewashed
walls, antique furniture and private
patios or terraces. Il Tempo Nuuvo. the
hotels restaurant, serves Pugimn

Cen
which runs cookery courses and tastings.
Detalls Half-board doubles cost from
£290 a night {castenodllsmmm)

27 Dolomites ambling
Inntravel’s “wandering” holidays are

self-guided walking trips designed with
families in mind. Itineraries alternate
walking days with time to get under the

- skin of the region. This week-iongfﬂp
E’kmg e ocalmgomo and E
H and visit I museums sites ¢
in a newly restored I6th-century palazz0 : of interest, or have a lazy afternoon by~
: the pool, There are two ¢

hotel—w-hotal walking days

ulsory
geage is
msferred by car).

countryside while
interested.

hotel on

Detalls A 12night Venetian Riviera -
package costs from £2.289pp,

, and this

: before heading to Etna National Park.

: Datalls A week’s B&B costs from £1.359
i per adult and £1,299 per child, including
: transfers and activities (01962 302062,

: familiesworldwide.couk).

i 30 Sardinia stays

i A great way for children to make friends
: on holiday, residenzas are seli-catering ¢
¢ mini-villas, or apartments that have a
¢ shared pool, and offer an affordable

: option in some of Sardinia’s pricier

: regions. The Residenza Riva Azzurra
= consists of 29 traditionally furnished

¢ apartments, with two shared pools,

: arestaurant and pizzeria. In the

: bustling resort of Cannigione, they

¢ are 100 yards from the beach.

: Detalls A week’s self-catering costs

: DehdsAwe&‘sB&Boostsﬂbmiﬂ?San :
: adult and £695 a child, including walking :
: maps, luggage transfers and some meals
¢ (01653 617001, inntravelco.uk) ;

: 28 Boating in Venice

- A fantastic way to discover Venice and

: the surroundin;
< Keeping the childr
 these self-guided boating holidays &
: are new to Citalia and offer the &%
= chance to cruise the ¢ity’s
* waterways before heading off to
= the surrounding lagoons to >
: find your own beach or
© sandbar. A week on the boat is
< packaged with five nights at
= the Cesare Augustus
¢ the beach of the Lido di Jesolo.

i Restaurateur and writer :

WU STEPSEN HEGHES FELTM. RO3ERTO CANAALTA

 Cycling from
Pisa to Florence

[

i Walking into Rizzardini in
i Venice is like stepping back
: intime to when it opened
in 1742. It’s one of the best

pastry and coffee bars in

¢ the city and everything is
: baked by the owner, Paolo, :
* collection of ten bell tents (including

and his daughter, Marta

+ Masseria Le Torri, Puglia

* from £514pp based on four sharing
%, 2 two-bedroom apartment, including

_ flights and car hire (01489 866959,
sardinianplaces.co.uk)

A cycling tour is a great way to
get the children into the open

trip from Utracks you set your

own

&% 1o Florence, skirting the Arno.

¥ River and ayoiding steep climbs.
Visit Vinci, the town where

has a new programme

: villages. Prestige

* to Lake Garda for 2018, and the

= family-run Hotel San Filis mdeal
= for those with children; a go

- I6th-century villa that dount feel

intimidatingly smart. The hotel has'

- free bikes for exploring and electric

< boals to hire. The pebble beach at

- San Felice is 15-minute walk.

{ Detalls A week's half-board costs from
: £569pp, including flights and transfers

: (01425 480400, prestigeholidays.couk)

33 Glamping in Siena

Nesy to Canopy & Stars for*ZOls. this
a two-tent family camp) on an

. organic farm is wonderful for children,
: with a swimming pool among the

31 Cycle in Tuscany :

air, and on this new self-guided
"The route is from Pisa

- Leonardo da Vind was born, picnic in
i vineyards and spot wildlife in the Padule :
: di Fucecchio nature reserve. A day trip

¢ to Florence is included.

: Detalls A week's B&B costs from £820

: per adult and £430 per ¢hild, including

: transfers, bike hire and maps (0845
2417599, utracks.com)

: 32 Explore Lake Garda
¢ The Italian Lakes offer a refreshingly.
= different family holiday, with

: opportunities (o get out on the water,
- along with exploring picturesque

¢ dlive groves. There$ no sense of
wughmg it — tents have proper beds

; and private bathrooms —and the host,
Daniela, is on hand to provide olive oil,
i wine and vegetables, which are produwd
: onsite.
i Dotalls [t costs from £163 a night,
i sleeping four (0117 204 7830,
canopymdslascou

34 River trek in Sicily

A great choice for older families,
thls week includes river trekking,
¢ which combines walking, climbing
l and swimming along the Alcantara
i River. Those in search of serious
- white-knuckle skills can opt to “body
: raft” — floating down the river like a
< human kayak. Back on land the itinerary
© includes cycling, trekking up Mount
- Etna and sea kayaking, with a base at the
: Hotel Arathena Rocks, next lo the sea.
: Detalis A week's B&B costs from £985
- per adultand £755 per child, including
 flights and some meals (01670 789991,
acﬁvmesabroad.con‘D

35 Active Calabria

| Discover a lesser-known region of Italy
* with a week at Neilson Airone

: Beachelub, a short drive from Sibari, on
: the Gulf of Taranto. Choose from

i paddieboarding, dinghy sailing or
kayakmg on the glmermg lonian Sea,

i improve vour fennis or explore the

: surrounding countryside on mountain

i bikes. Children will love the pizza/

¢ pasta-focused menus and parents can

: make use of the three treatment rooms
i while the little ones are at the kids' club.
I Detalls A week costs from £659pp,

i Including most meals and flights (0330

{ 0572208, nellson.couk)



THE TIMES S

day January 13 2018

Best for art. culture
and history
36 Live music on the
shores of Lake Como

Kirker Holidays has created a new music |

festival for 2018, which will take place in

April on Lake Como, with performances
by the soprano Katherine Broderick, the

baritone Benjamin Appl and the pianist
Melvyn Tan. Evening concerts follow
days exp
istand of Brissago — home to the
composer Leoncavallo — and funch at
the Villa Medici-Guilini. There is an
‘optional excursion to La Scala in Milan;
- Detaiis A week's B&B from April 15 costs
from £2,645pp. including flights, five
concerts, excursions and some meals
(020 7593 1899, kirkerholidays.com)

37 Verdi in Parma
Lovers of Verdi's operas should visit
Parma between September 27 and
October 21, when the city holds a

loring Lake Comos gardens, the

Peter Brookes
Times cartoonist

(19

In Siena, I am a regular at
Osteria le Logge for Iunch

and ther go to see the
Duccio paintings at the

duomo. For Tuscan pizza,
i La Pergolain Radicondoli :

is brilliant and the views
are fantastic

celebration of the gteat man’ work.
Alongside the music, Parma is a
Renaissance gem, with an impressive
12th-century cathedral and elegant
stucco houses on cobbled streets.

i Detalis Three nights' B&B costs from
£359pp, Including flights (01483 345804,

inghamsitaly.co.uk)

38 The Vasari Corridor,

Flerence

- A secret, kilometre-long elevated
‘passagewvay connecting the Pitti Palace
to the Palazzo Vecchio and housing a
unique collection of art, the Vasari
Corridor reopens in May after a
two-year closure. Stay in the beautiful

i penthouse apartment, La Viscontina,
; withits rooftop views, and you can geta

rivate guided tour of the corridor.

§ Dotais A week for four is from £2,404
(01242 787800, redsavannah.com)

{39 Secret Naples

i New to Voyages Jules Verne for 2018,

i this week-long tour aims to reyeal the

: hidden palaces, gardens and scenery

: around Naples and Ravello on the

i Amalfi Coast. The first five nights are

: based in Naples, with excursions to

i Ischia, the museum of Capodimonte and
: medieval Caserta, with the final fivo in

: Ravello and a chamber music concert,

: Dotails A week's B&B costs from £1195pp,
¢ including flights and excursions

(020 3131 5187, vjv.com)

i 40 Exclusive Rome
: Andante has a great new break
: highlighting the city’s most famous

Continued
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paintings and sculptures from the 12th
to the 18th centuries. There a private
viewing of the Sistine Chapel and
Michelangelo’s Last Judgement, a F
reception at Gallerla Doria Pamphilj, :

and time at Palazzo Barberini, hometoa : $
spectacular collection of works by Titian, v
Raphael and Canaletto. g
Detalis Five nights’ full board with
flights costs from £2,295pp
(andantetravels.co.uk), or stay at
Palazzo Manfredi, which has

B&B dovibles from £620
(palazzomanfredicom) onaDIY tour

41 Picasso in Genoa
Few people know that Pablo Picasso’s
great-grandfather was Ttalian, and this
spectacular exhibition of 50 warks by th
Spanish artist celebrates the link with
Liguria. Picasso visited the region in 1954
to explore hls!amnlyhistnryand the
paintings are on show in the Palazzo
Ducale in Genoa, the region capital,
until May. Stay at the Palazzo Grillo,
thich ed in April, a sleekly
converted 25-room palace dating from
the 16th century.
Detalis B&B doubles cost from
£115 (00 39 010 2477 356,
www.hotelpalazzogrillo.it)

42 Hidden Friuli-Venezia ;
Giulia
The little-explored northeastern
corner of Italy, bordered by
Austria and Slovenia, is the focus
of this new week-long guided
tour. Based in the historic fown
of Udine, characterised by the
pAnm and villas of itsth o
~Hungarian past, the
includes visits (o Trieste, the
spectacular Roman
Aqullda and the bth-century
Duomo at Grado, with its ~

e i

spectacular mosaics.

Details A week's B&B cost from
£1,896pp, including some other meals,
flights, transfers and all enfrance fees,

departing on April 13 and September 6
(020 7593 1899, kirkerholidays.com)

43 Palermo city break
The Sicilian capital is Italy’s capital of
culture for 2018, with special events :
throughom the year, the largest of which
is Manifesta, Europe’s Biennial of
Contemporary Art (June 16 to

November 4, manifesta.org). Palermos -
Teatro Massimo has a spectacular £
programme of music, including Turandot :
and Nabucco, and galleries will host =
special exhibitions.

Detalls Three nights’ B&B costs from
£290pp, staying at the chic BB22
boutique hotel, including flights
(020 7359 3938, realholidays.co.uk)

44 Arty Venice

One of a new programme of expert-led
tours from Cox & Kings for 2018, this !

| Aragoniese d'lschia

Rick Stein
Chef

In Bologna, for tortellini

i Scaceo Matto, which serves
: adelicious soft onion
ravioli with porcini
mushrooms, sun-dried
tomatoes and hazelnuts

: five-day tour focusing on local artisans

; offers the chance to visit the workshops

that produce Venices gondolas,
carnival masks and mirrors,

 alongside time in the city’s

g, world-class galleries. There's

time for foodie pleasures too;

4 a chocolate tasting is -

included, along with the

chance to try cicchetti

(Italian tapas) al a traditional

Venetian bacaro.

S Detsils Four days' B&B costs

from £1.995pp, including flights,

excursions and some other meals

(020 3797 8070, coxandkinascauk), *

i 45 Polished-up Pompeii
: Italy’s most famous ancient site has heen
: undergoing a facelift and when the work :
: is completed — planned for this autumn :
= — the ruins will be easier to explore,

¢ with more to see. Thirty “domus” (small
¢ houses) have been restored and opened  ©
: up, while the original marketplace floors, :
: walls and decorations have been

i carefully retouched. Stay at the

: Costantinopoli 104 hotel in Naples and
: take the train.

i Details Three nights’ B&B costs from

i £390pp, including flights anc transfers
1 (020 7359 3938, realhiolidays.co.uk)

B Best of the rest
: : 46 Gardens of Sicily
P a0 | D e ot et

¢ gardens and villas, from Villa Trinita
: on the slopes of Mount Etna to the
i private garden of the British painter
i Robert Kitson. Highlights include

¢ lunch at a Benedictine monastery in

i the heart of the Madonie mountains

: and time exploring Taormina, with

: hotel stays in Ragusa, Taormina and'

- Palermo.

¢ Detalis Eight days' full board from

¢ March 20 costs from £1,895pp, including
; flights and excursions (01334 657155,

: brightwaterholidays.com)

: 47 Writing in Tuscany
: Most writing holidays tend to focus -
¢ on fiction, bul this Write Your Life

: Stories week at the Watermill at

Posara (September 22 to 29) focuses on

: nonfiction, blogging and memoir, The
; ‘course mixes sessions on' the crdlt 61
: wrlnngw!&adviceonhuwtopitd:
: work to agents and publishers, and
: there’s a chance to
: surrounding countryside with optional

ore the

afternoon excarsions. Non-writing

: partners are welcome.
: Dotalls A weekK’s full board costs from
: £1560pp, including transfers, tuition

and excursions, but not flights to Pisa

{ (0207193 6248, watermillnet)

: 48 Learn Italian

: in Sicily

: There’s no better way to learn a

: language than while you're staying in

: the country, so Wish Sicily has

: introduced the option of private lessons
: for guests staying in ifs villas, Lessons

: cost €30 (£27) and can be arranged in

¢ any of its properties. Plan a romantic

= retreat with a week al the beautifully

= converted Casetta Mola, furnished with
: antique furniture and ceramics, part of

: the Case di Tindari estate, and within

i an easy drive of Cefalu.

i Detalls A week's self-catering costs from
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i €617 (020 7193 7302, wishsicily.com).
: Easyjet (easyjet.com flies from Gatwick
: to Palermo from £33.49

: 49 Grand tour of ltaly _
: by rail

i Great news for train lovers — Planet

i Rail has launched a Grand Tour

i itinerary for 2018, which includes travel
: on the Orient Express and time in

: Florence, Venice and Rome. The trip

< begins in London before travelling

i through France and Switzerland to

: Florence, where you'll have two days to

e RiEtinree ingmsul nong ine

+ tiip heads to Venice before heading back

to London on the Venice-Simplon
OnentExpms. _
Detalls The ten-night train trip costs
from £3,595pp B&B, including transfers
(01347 825292, planetrailco.uk)

: 50 Singing in Ischia

¢ The voleanic island of Ischia makes

= a dramatic backdrop for this singing.

: holiday, which offers the chance to

¢ sing with a local choir as well as

: have daily lessons. A visit to the

i music venue of La Mortella is

: included, along with the opportunity to
i try out your voice at the island’s

¢ subtropical gardens and the impressive
i Torre di Michelangelo. A cooking

: lesson and wine-tasting afternoon

: offer the chance to give your

: voice a break. |

i Detalis Six nights cost from £1,950pp,

= including flights, accommodation,

= wine, tuition and most meals,

: departing on May 11(01453 823328,

: authenticadventures.co.uk)

i«

Visit sunvil.co.uk or «

I cou ntry Sunvil

tta

call 020 8232 9799
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